
The development of row-boating and pleasure sailing at 
Argenteuil and more generally around Paris was closely related 

to the upheaval of French society in the second half of the 19th 
century. The first races between rowboats and then sailboats began 
in 1850. But river pleasure boating still involved a hodge-podge of 
diverse contrivances. A sort of aristocracy developed itself slowly 
until, starting from the simple small boat with a sail, the ambition of 
the early racing-boat owners progressed until they actually designed 
and built true sailboats which, in the case of the most dedicated and 
also the most well-to-do, were real racing machines, pure-breads of 
the pleasure sailing that was then in full evolution.

The clippers of the Seine river were born within this context and Argenteuil and its exceptional body of water became the highlight of 
Parisian sail races.

But prior to this, the importation from the US of some specimen that sail the New-York bay such as “Margot”, a sand-bagger and later 
“New-York”, a cat-boat caused some upheaval and re-thinking in the principles of construction of river boats. These American center-
boarders were studied by designers with the objective of adapting them to the sailing conditions on the Seine river. From that point emerged 
bolder designs with finer lines, taller rigs and more extreme boats that took the name of “clippers d’Argenteuil”.
The present monograph describes a racing Argenteuil clipper at the top of the evolution of the type. The study of this boat is based upon a 
very valuable historical documentation. Bruno Orsel studied the documentary and technical sources of the time that were widely expended 
in the magazine “Le Yacht of 1878 and the following years” and in the celebrated treatise on naval construction of Dixon Kemp, “a Manual 
of Yacht and Boar Sailing” were the author offers a very precise description of the rigging of the Seine river clippers. The Musee National 
de la Marine owns several models of clippers from these days. Their study provided a wealth of information, especially on their mode of 
construction and the precious details about their rigging. 
This monograph will enable you to build a fine and elegant model; a perfect marriage between technique and poetry.

LOUISE
Clipper d’Argenteuil 
1878

1/15th scale monograph
with 52 full-color pages

Bruno Orsel

Extracts from some photos

I Waterlines
II Station frames
III Timber structure - Fore-and-aft lines
IV Deck - beams and planking
V Furnishing - fore-and-aft section

VI Furnishings - overhead view
VII Cross-sections
VIII Ironwork, blocks and miscellaneous
IX Masts, sails and ensign
X Sails and rigging at the 1/30 scale

A set of ten plates
at the 1/15 scale 

including:



Extracts from the plans
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Plate 5.  Furniture – lengthwise section.  Ech. 1/15

Louise, an Argenteuil Clipper Of 1878
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Louise,  an Argenteuil Clipper Of 1878
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1. Mast shrouds
2. Bowsprit shrouds
3. Bobstay
4. Mast stays
5. Jib tack, traveller
6. traveller halliard
7. Jib Halliard
8. Jib sheets
9. Mainsail tack
10. Mainsail halliard
11. Ga� halliard
12. Gunter
13. Mainsail stopper
14. Mainsail sheet
15. Port lift
16. Starboard lift
17. Reef gasket
18. Penant halliard

RIGGED MODEL HULL
Length Breadth height Length Breadth height

117 18 125 53 18 8

Centimeters


